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FAQs – Lease of Agricultural Land to Young Farmers and New Entrants

1. Who is eligible to apply for this scheme?
Applicants must be either:
· Young farmers (under 41 years of age, actively engaged in agriculture), or
· New entrants (individuals/entities without prior ownership or control of agricultural land).

2. What is the purpose of this scheme?
To provide long-term access to public agricultural land for crop cultivation, supporting young farmers and new entrants in establishing sustainable farming operations.

3. What is the duration of the lease?
The lease is granted for ten (10) years, subject to renewal based on a new business proposal and RAM’s assessment.

4. How is land allocated and rent calculated?
Land is allocated based on availability and compatibility with the applicant’s business proposal. Rent is calculated using the national base value per tumolo, adjusted by parcel-specific agronomic factors.

5. What documents are required with the application?
· Valid ID (passport/ID card)
· Proof of eligibility (young farmer or new entrant)
· Signed lease acceptance
· Comprehensive business proposal
· Sustainability and irrigation plan
· Proof of training/experience
· Financial capacity evidence
· Certificate of incorporation (if applicable)
· Supporting documentation (e.g. quotations, certificates)

6. What are the assessment criteria?
Applications are scored out of 100 points across:
· Business proposal quality (25 pts)
· Alignment with national/organic policy (25 pts)
· Investment in infrastructure/technology (20 pts)
· Experience/training (15 pts)
· Environmental practices (15 pts)
Minimum score to qualify: 60 points.

7. How do I apply?
Applications must be submitted electronically via the RAM website.





8. Will I receive confirmation after applying?
Yes, RAM will send an acknowledgement email, but this does not confirm eligibility or completeness.

9. What checks will be carried out?
· Administrative checks for documentation and compliance
· On-the-spot checks (announced or unannounced) to verify crop cultivation and adherence to the business proposal

10. What happens if I breach the lease terms?
RAM may:
· Terminate the lease
· Reclaim the land
· Reject renewal proposals
· Take legal or administrative action

11. What annual documentation must be submitted?
· Annual Farming Activity Report
· Categorisation Certificate
· Investment & Sustainability Compliance Report
· Financial documentation (tax returns, profit/loss, audited statements)

12. Can the scheme be amended?
Yes, RAM may amend the guidance notes and apply changes retrospectively.

13. How is personal data handled?
Data is processed in line with GDPR and may be shared with public authorities for verification and audit purposes.

14. Who can I contact for support or clarification?
· Email: ram.schemes@gov.mt

image1.png




